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April 30, 2017 
 
 
TO:  Mr. José B. Carrión III, Chair and Member  

Financial Oversight and Management Board for Puerto Rico 
 
CC:  Hon. Ricardo Rosselló Nevares, Governor of Puerto Rico 

 
Mr. Gerardo Portela Franco, Executive Director  
Puerto Rico Fiscal Agency and Financial Advisory Authority 
 
Mr. Carlos Pérez Díaz, President of the UPR’s Board of Governors 
 
Dr. Nivia Fernández, Acting President, UPR 
 
University Board (Junta Universitaria), UPR 

 
 
Dear Mr. Carrión, 
 
Greetings. As we are sure you are aware, the original UPR Fiscal Plan, drafted by the acting UPR 
President, Dr. Nivia Fernández, and her team, was not approved by the UPR’s Governing Board in 
large part due to widespread opposition from most sectors of the university community. For months, 
students, faculty, staff and many administrators have been voicing multiple concerns about the 
contents of that Plan. They have also decried the lack of full participation in the process of preparing 
a Fiscal Plan that will significantly –and, in many respects, severely– impact the institution’s public 
project and all its constituents for years to come. In this context, we write to respectfully inform you 
that we have been working on a Fiscal Plan Proposal of the UPR Communities (FPPUPR), an outline 
of which was submitted to the UPR’s Board of Governors (Junta de Gobierno) on April 27, 2017. 
We intend to submit the FPPUPR to you, in a bilingual version, by May 30, 2017, since we 
understand that the deadline for the UPR 2017-2018 fiscal year budget is fast approaching in a 
context of deep economic challenges for our country. 
 
As a diverse faculty collective based in the Mayagüez Campus, but working in tandem with other 
sectors of the UPR-Mayagüez Campus and the UPR system in general (students, staff, and others), 
PROTESTAmos (Profesorxs Transformándonos en Solidaridad Tornada en Acción) has assumed the 
responsibility of drafting the FPPUPR after the Faculty Assembly of the UPR-Mayagüez Campus 
approved the Resolución del claustro del Recinto Universitario de Mayagüez ante la coyuntura actual de 
Puerto Rico y de la UPR on April 24, 2017, in which we committed ourselves to preparing and 
submitting alternative proposals to the Presidency’s UPR Fiscal Plan. The FPPUPR that will be 
submitted to you by May 30, 2017 is characterized by: (1) the input of multiple constituents of the 
institution; (2) extensive research already completed by various experts and organizations within the 
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UPR; (3) the sensible attention to the country’s current fiscal situation; and (4) the protection of the 
UPR’s public mission.  
 
In the FPPUPR, you will find a timetable for the preparation and submittal of the Plan’s final version, 
which will have been discussed and improved through a process of participatory democracy. We will 
seek the active involvement of the UPR’s ample and diverse communities in its eleven campuses 
(faculty, staff, students, and administrators). After having it approved within the UPR communities, 
the final draft of the Fiscal Plan of the UPR Communities will be submitted for the consideration of the 
University Board (Junta Universitaria) and of the Governing Board (Junta de Gobierno), before 
ultimately being delivered to the Financial Oversight and Management Board for Puerto Rico and to 
the Puerto Rico Fiscal Agency and Financial Advisory Authority. 
 
The country’s main public institution of higher education has been at the forefront of the Puerto 
Rican people’s integral development throughout its centenary and highly productive history. In the 
current context of steep economic challenges, we are convinced that the UPR is more urgent than 
ever, and that its reinvention must come from within, as the result of a transparent process of 
democratic participation from its multiple sectors. The Puerto Rican people, and the innumerable 
future students whose lives will be transformed in the country’s best, most prestigious, and most 
precious public investment, will thank you for providing us the opportunity to present, first, a 
Proposal and, ultimately, a Fiscal Plan that represents the vision of the UPR communities.  
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
PROTESTAmos 
UPR-Mayagüez Campus 


