
I move that the Senate consider the “Resolution in 
Support of the University of Puerto Rico and the 
Students, Staff, Faculty, and Research Affected by 
Proposed Cuts”. You may find a draft of this resolution in 
the Senate agenda, including a list of fifty names of 
UConn faculty, administrators, and graduate students 
who support this resolution.  
 
(Moderator asks for seconds) 
 
I am Guillermo Irizarry a faculty member in the 
Department of Literatures Cultures and Languages and 
was previously the Director of the Institute of Puerto 
Rican and Latino Studies at UConn.  I am one of many 
members of the UConn community--students, faculty, 
administrators, staff, facilites and cafeteria workers—
who are moved and affected by Puerto Rico’s current 
crisis.  
 
Before I continue, I would like to acknowledge that the 
Graduate Student Senate approved this resolution and 
that Senator Parent has agreed to co-sponsor it, in 
addition to Senator Wogenstein, my colleague in 
Literatures, Cultures, and Languages. 
 
I would also ask that the Chair/Moderator recognize  
Professor Blanca Silvestrini, emerita professor of history 
at the University of Connecticut, and former director of 
the Institute for Puerto Rican and Latino Studies, who is 
one of the authors of this resolution. 
 
(Wait for Chair to acknowledge Blanca) 
 



Professor Silvestrini confirms the dynamic UCONN-UPR 
interrelation. Before arriving to UConn, she was chief 
academic officer of the UPR system. At UCONN she was 
one of the chief architects of a system-wide UCONN-UPR 
faculty and student exchange program, which was 
initially signed in 1999. The agreement was reaffirmed in 
2014 by President Herbst and will be in effect until 2019.  
 
I would also ask the Chair to acknowledge the presence of 
current UConn graduate students: Stephanie Mercado 
Irizarry, Ashley Ortiz Chico, and Katherine Medina. 
 
(Wait for the Chair to acknowledge them) 
 
 They are UPR graduates who chose to pursue graduate 
work at UConn’s El Instituto, because of the looming 
crisis in Puerto Rico, El Instituto and UConn’s 
intellectual ties with the UPR, and our interdisciplinary 
research profile vis a vis Puerto Rico and the Caribbean.  
 
The University Senate resolution at hand acknowledges 
Puerto Rico’s debt crisis and the social and governance 
turmoil instigated by a Fiscal Oversight and Management 
Board, named by the US Congress to rule over Puerto 
Rico’s finances and collect on an unpayable debt, whose 
origins have been called into question. To make matters 
worst, Puerto Rico does not have banckruptcy protection 
because of its territorial relation to the United States and 
due to case law concerning its rights as an unincorporated 
territory. Puerto Rico’s economic problems have fostered 
massive migration to the US, it has created an exodus of 
health professional, and it may precipitate a 
humanitarian crisis in Puerto Rico.   



 
The resolution at hand, however, focuses on the impact of 
this crisis in the University of Puerto Rico. Proposed 
budget cuts as low as $250 million and as high as $512 
million dollars, from a $900 million budget in 2015, 
threathen the closure of various regional campuses, the 
sale of experimental lands related to environmental 
studies, and the shuttering of academic departments, 
outreach programs, student services, and research 
facilites and projects.  
 
The University of Puerto Rico’s current fiscal woes have 
provoked a notable exodus of faculty, students, and 
researchers, mostly to US-based academic institutions. 
US universities are hiring senior scholars from the UPR; 
many UPR graduates have decided to continue their 
education in US institutions; and the UPR’s research 
capacity has been diminished by cutbacks.  
 
Today there is a general strike in Puerto Rico, and UPR 
students have been on strike for a week. Although this 
strike is not unambiguously endorsed by the academic 
community, faculty, deans, and chancellors of various 
campuses have vehemently expressed their opposition to 
cutbacks and are highly critical of the manner in which 
the Fiscal Oversight and Management Board rules over 
the UPR’s budget.  
 
UConn has had close and dynamic ties with the 
University of Puerto Rico since the 1980s, and many of us 
are concerned with the impact cutbacks to UPRs 
academic and research mission. We believe, as well, that 
UConn’s academic and research work may be affected in 



various fashions and that UConn should voice its 
concerns.  
 
Our support for the UPR and the discussion of the 
resolution is part of a broader movement by US 
institutions to help protect a sister research-extensive 
university. The University Senate of Syracuse passed a 
similar resolution on April 24, which made the front page 
of most newspapers in Puerto Rico. The University of 
Rutgers Syracuse does not, a university without UCONN’s 
standing in Puerto Rican and Caribbean studies or the 
close ties that UConn and UPR have, passed a similar 
resolution, The discussion of our resolution has already  
and prepare for an influx of undergraduate and graduate 
students from Puerto Rico and for a shift in our 
exchanges and research collaborations. 
 
 
As most of you know, Puerto Rico has been enduring an 
economic crisis related to a $73 billion debt, which has been 
deemed unpayable due to a shrinking economy and 
structural deficits. This financial crisis has become a  
 
 
Introduction:  
 
 
In 2016, the Congress of the United States approved Public 
Law 114-187 (Puerto Rico Oversight, Management, and 
Economic Stability Act or PROMESA), which mandated the 
creation of a Fiscal Oversight and Management Board 
(FOMB), comprising of seven individuals, in order to oversee 
the island’s government and finances. The FOMB has 



mandated drastic austerity measures in all areas of 
government. Massive proposed cuts have created a social 
crisis that assails the integrity of the University of Puerto 
Rico, the premier public university in Puerto Rico and the 
largest Latino-serving institution of higher education in the 
United States. The drastic cuts on an already overwhelmed 
operating budget would result in closing core academic 
programs, terminating faculty and ending basic research 
projects.    
 
Since the early 1980s the University of Connecticut has 
partnered with the University of Puerto Rico through the 
collaboration of scholars of both institutions and since 1999 
through a formal student and faculty exchange program. 
The two institutions have worked together in critical 
research endeavors, in the production of new knowledge in 
medicine, environmental studies, social work, history, 
literature, arts, legal studies, and political sciences. 
Numerous graduate students from the UPR have attained 
advanced degrees at UConn and the University has recruited 
faculty members who have been trained or taught previously 
at the UPR.  UConn’s library is one of the largest repositories 
on Puerto Rican Studies materials in the United States, 
allowing for research consultation and exchange for a large 
number of scholars, many from the University of Puerto 
Rico. 
 
All this is even more significant in view that currently, 
252,972 Puerto Ricans make the State of Connecticut their 
home and contribute deeply to the social, cultural, and 
economic life of our State. With over half a million people 
leaving Puerto Rico since 2000 (Puerto Rico’s first net 
population decline since the 18th century), it should be 
expected that the State of Connecticut and its flagship 
institution would feel the impact of this migratory wave.  



 

Resolution in Support of the University of Puerto Rico 
and the Students, Staff, Faculty, and Research Affected 

by Proposed Cuts 
 
Whereas the University of Puerto Rico faces potential budget 
cuts of $512 million from its operating budget; 
 
Whereas the students of the University of Puerto Rico have 
undertaken a general strike to protest these damaging 
cutbacks as well as other disproportionate austerity 
measures mandated by the Fiscal Oversight and 
Management Board (FOMB), an ad hoc governance structure 
unilaterally designated by the Congress of the United States;  
 
Whereas the University of Connecticut has had a long-
standing cooperation with the University of Puerto Rico, 
which includes research projects and student and faculty 
exchanges; 
 
Whereas the University of Connecticut has housed various 
cultural centers, research institutes, scholarly projects, 
special collections, archives, research projects, and 
exchange programs linked with Puerto Rico, Puerto Ricans, 
and the University of Puerto Rico; and 
Whereas many island and stateside Puerto Ricans have been, 
are, and will continue to be part of the staff, faculty, and 
student-body at the University of Connecticut; now, 
therefore be it  
 
Resolved, that the University Senate of the University of 
Connecticut: 
 



1. reaffirms its historical partnership with the students, 
faculty, and staff of the University of Puerto Rico system, 
with the island of Puerto Rico, and with island and stateside 
Puerto Ricans; 
 
2. supports the student body, faculty, and staff of the 
University of Puerto Rico, in their efforts to solve Puerto 
Rico’s fiscal crisis without resorting to inordinate budget 
cuts to the University of Puerto Rico and other public 
institutions, which risk diminishing the education and 
research capacity of a sister institution of higher-learning;  
 
3.   urges the University of Connecticut to support the 
growing Puerto Rican student population at the University of 
Connecticut by buttressing students support services and 
academic programs, such as the Puerto Rican/Latin 
American Culture Center and El Instituto: the Institute for 
Latina/o, Caribbean, and Latin American Studies; and  
 
4.  proposes the creation of a faculty- and student-led 
committee in order to reinforce research collaboration, 
networking, and intellectual bonds with the University of 
Puerto Rico and support students at the University of 
Connecticut who have been impacted by Puerto Rico’s dire 
fiscal situation. 
 
Sponsors: Guillermo B. Irizarry and Sebastian Wogenstein. 
 
 


